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Pennsylvania’s fall surge of 
COVID-19 cases continues as the 
state is setting daily new all-time 
high numbers of cases.  On just one 
day this week, according to the 
Capital-Star, 4,711 people tested 
positive for the disease.  That is an 
increase of 350 cases from the 
previous day’s record of 4,361 cases.  
While the PA Department of Health 
reports a total of 243,368 cases in all 
67 counties since the pandemic 
began in March, the agency 
confirmed a total of 59 new deaths 
for a total of 9,145 fatalities 
statewide. 

On Monday, Pennsylvania 
Health Secretary, Dr. Rachel Levine, 
said the state had no immediate 
plans for a statewide shutdown of 
schools, as was the case last spring, 
but the state has advised the vast 
majority of schools to shift toward 
remote learning. 

“We absolutely do not plan to 
have a general school closure as 
happened in spring, but we might 

continue to make adjustments to our 
recommendations to schools,” 
Levine said, according to PennLive.   

Closer to home, Curwensville, 
Philipsburg-Osceola, Glendale, and 
West Branch have all recently closed 
buildings or the entire District due to 
the number of positive cases in the 
respective districts.   

This is another reminder to our 
students, staff, and families, it is 
essential that we follow the 
mitigation efforts outlined in our 
school safety plan.  We need 
everyone to be united in wearing a 
mask, practicing social distancing, 
washing hands, and avoiding large 
gatherings  With the Thanksgiving 
and Christmas holidays approaching, 
it is even more imperative that our 
community remains vigilant.  It could 
be the difference between remaining 
in school or having to transition to 
virtual instruction like those districts 
around us.  

 
 
 

DISTRICT NEWS 
[Top]  Newly purchased guitars thanks to 
and EDUCATE Grant from the CIU 10 and 
other donations.  [Bottom]  A Kindergarten 
student participates in the voting process. 

COVID-19 and Schools 
By Dr. John W. Zesiger      
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Upcoming Events & Activities 
Black Knight Pride! 

Mr. Sproull teaches elementary music, and commented on the 
challenges of teaching in the COVID environment.  “Like everyone else, 
traveling from room to room teaching from a cart has brought many 
challenges.  I modified music lessons and group activities,” commented 
Mr. Sproull.  He noted grades K-2 can be especially challenging, where a 
lot of the lessons are singing and moving activities.  

He is excited to see 4th-6th graders working on a social emotional 
learning (SEL) project titled "Soundtrack of My Life."  Students are 
tasked to create a Bitmoji music room or Google Slide, and pick three or 
more songs that illustrate their past, present, and a vision of their 
future.  Students will explain the mood of the pieces they have chosen 
and any visuals in a presentation.  We can’t wait to see their creations! 

T-Mobile Grant… 
The District was awarded a grant to  

provide free mobile internet devices to 
100 families in the Moshannon Valley 
School District, who did not have 
internet access.   The mobile hotspots 
are linked only to the student(s) 
Chromebook and will not work with 
other devices.  They are secured and 
filtered by the same protections that 
are in place when the student is in 
school, and T-Mobile provides 
additional protections and filtering. 

Families receive 100 GB of data each 
year for five years.  That’s roughly 
enough data for 300 hours of online 
virtual learning and 500 hours of 
internet research. 

There is no guaranteed that a T-
Mobile device will work at your 
location.  T-Mobile is growing their 
service around our area, and it is 
possible in the coming months that 
service will be available.  If families 

 

 November 20: First Day of Winter Sports 
 November 26: Thanksgiving Holiday 
 December  24-January 3: Winter Holiday 

 
 

are unable to use the device at this time 
in any of the locations the student 
frequents, please have your student 
return it to school.  We will reassign a 
new one in the future when the 
coverage area expands. 

As COVID cases increase around our 
area and the possibility of virtual 
learning increases as well, we are 
pleased to offer this additional support 
to our students. 

 

 

 

[Left]  A kindergarten student utilizing a new Promethean ActivPanel in class.  The 
District has added 12 new panels this fall.  [Right]  Secondary civics students work with 
the Electoral College map during the election.       


